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H.M. KING GEORGE VI

Beverley Baxter, Writer, Journalist, Politician

This account deals mainly vtik the personal life of George VI who, called
unexpectedly to the throne, fulfilled Us task with marked success in a period
of change and disruption unequalled in human experience. For political
and military aspects of his reign, see entries under United Kingdom ; the
various Dominions ; India, etc ; Second Great War, etc.; and biographies
of outstanding personalities of the time

Prince Albert Frederick Arthur
George was born at York Cottage,
Sandringham,    Dec.    14,    1895,
second son of the then duke and
duchess of York, later to become
King George V and Queen Mary.
At the time of his birth he was
fourth in succession to the British
throne, then occupied by Victoria,
his great-grandmother.    With his
elder brother, Prince Edward of
York,   later   to   become   succes-
sively prince of Wales,   Edward
VIII, and duke of Windsor, Prince
Albert received a general education

under private tuition, then entered
the Naval Training College at
Osborne in 1909, and in 1913
sailed in the Cumberland on an
instructional cruise to the W.
Indies, Canada, and Newfound-
land. On his return he was
gazetted midshipman in the
Collingwood. He cruised with her
in the Mediterranean, and was on
board as she proceeded to her
war station in Aug., 1914.

During the First Great War he
suffered considerable ill-health
from gastric trouble, and was
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frequently in hospital. He was
present and under fire at the
battle of Jutland, 1916, and was
mentioned in dispatches. But in
Nov., 1917, the presence of a
duodenal ulcer was revealed,
necessitating an operation and an
end to service afloat. In 1918,
having served as a ground officer
in the R.N.A.S., he was gazetted
captain in the newly established
R.A.F., serving on the staff of
Sir John Salmond at Spa after the
armistice. In Aug., 1919, he
qualified as. a pilot, and was
promoted squadron leader and
later wing commander, 1919.
From 1919 to 1920 he was a
member of Trinity College, Cam-
bridge, and attended lectures in
the schools of history, economics,
and civics, founding the basis
of a permanent interest in and
understanding of industrial prob-
lems. In June, 1920, he was
created duke of York, earl of
Inverness, and Baron Killarney,
taking his seat in the house of
Lords the same month. From this
time he entered upon a succession
of duties at home and abroad.
Marriage and Tours Abroad
On April 26, 1923, the duke was
married at Westminster Abbey
amid scenes of enthusiasm to
Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon,
youngest child of the earl and
countess of Strathmore. They
resided first at White Lodge,
Richmond. In 1924-25 the duke
and duchess made a prolonged
tour of East Africa and the Sudan;
then in Jan., 1927, they embarked
on a great imperial mission, cul-
minating in the opening of the
new Australian federal parliament
buildings at Canberra. They
sailed in the Renown, visiting the
West Indies, the Islands of the
Caribbean Sea, and Fiji, and
staying one month in New Zealand
before continuing to Australia,
where the new parliament build-
ings were formally opened May 9,
1927. The Renown brought the
duke and duchess home in June
and they took up residence at
146, Piccadilly, London.
Particular interests with which
the duke of York identified him-
self at home included the Safety
First movement, the British
Empire Cancer Campaign, the
Playing Fields Association, and
the Industrial Welfare Society.
Out of the last grew his scheme
of the Duke of York's camp for
public school and industrial boys,
inaugurated at Dymchurch, Kent,
in the summer of 1921 and later
moved to Southwold. He became
a regular attendant at this camp,